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Department of Energy Incoming:9300922
Richland Field Office
P.O. Box 550

Righland , Washington 99352
TJAN 1 29993

93-RPB-089

Mr. Roger Willms

Regional Habitat Manager
State of Washington
Department of Fisherijes

500 N. Morain, Suite 1200-B
P.0. Box 14

Kennewick, Washington 99336

Dear Mr. Willms:

TRANSMITTAL OF THE CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION FOR REMOVAL OF 100-D AREA VENT
PIPES TO THE STATE OF WASHINGTON DEPARTMENT OF FISHERIES

A Hydraulic Project Application (HPA) was transmitied to your office, under _
cover letter from Mr. R. D. Izatt, U.S. Department of Energy, Richland Field
Office, to Mr. R. Wells, State of Washington Department of Fisheries,
"Hydraulic Project Application for Removal of Vent Pipes from the 100-D
Area," dated April 23, 1992. Your office requested a copy of the approved
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) documentation to satisfy the
requirements of the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA). The enclosed
Categorical Exclusion is the NEPA documentation approved for this activity.

As the HPA stated, the removal of the vent pipes will occur when the level
of the Columbia River is low and the pipes are exposed. As this occurs
mainly in the winter, your prompt attention to this matter would be
appreciated. )

Should you require additional information to satisfy the SEPA process,
please contact me or Mr. S. D. Stites of my staff on (509) 376-8566, so that
the vent pipes can be removed before this spring.

Sincerely,

cneo - Gasen_
James [. Bauer, Acting Program Manager
EAP:SDS O0ffice of Environmental Assurance,
Permits, and Policy

Enclosure:
NEPA CX Determination

cc w/o encl:

R. H. Engelmann, WHC
G. W. Jackson, WHC
R. W. 01dham, WHC

B. F. Weaver, WHC
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Mr. Roger Wells
Kennewick Field Qffics
State aof Washington
Department of Fisheries
300 N. Morain
Kennewick, Washington

Oear Mr. Weils:
HYDRAULIC PROJECT APOLICATION FOR REMOVAL OF VENT PIPES FROM THE 100-0 AREA

Please find enclosad a Hydraulic Praject Application for removal of veni pipes
from the island near the 100-0 Area of the Hanford Sita. The propasad
activity, as described in the permii application, is to remove approximatzly
40 one-inch diametar vent pipes traversing a small island nezr the 100-0 Arza.

The activity will take placa when the portion of the island containing the

vent pipes is below the level of the Columbia River. Only hand toois will be
usad in the removal action. A permit application is also being submittad to

the U.S. Army Corps of Enginesrs and & request {or exampiion irom the

Shoraline Management Act 1s Deing suomittad to 3enton County. Additionally, a
nogification to the U.S. Park Servica, pursuant to Public Law 100-805 is being
made.

Should you have any questions concerning the enclosad application ar the
prapesad activity, pleases contact me or Mr. S. 0. Stites of my siaff on

(509) 376-8%66.

Sincarsaly,

X

R. D. [za3t, Program Manager
O0ffica of Environmental Assurancs,
EAP:SDS Permits, and Policy

Fnclosure:
Hydraulic Project Application

cc w/encl:

P. T. Day, EPA

D. 8. Jansan, Ecalogy
R. E. Larch, WHC

R. W. Oldham, WHC
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Backaraund

Construction of the 100 0 Reactor startad in 1943, and the rzactor operatad
from 1944 to 1967. The 0 Reactor was the sacond reactor buiit on the Hanfard
Site. The reactor was cooled with water withdrawn from the Caolumbia River,
which was then discharged back to the river, after a holding period of
variable length. The 0 Reiactor was oqutfitiad with two process efiluent lines,
both 42 inches in diameter, that traversad under the East channel of the
Calumbia River, crossad an unnamed island, and discharged into the main River
(see Figurs A.1). The elevation of the effluent lines is graafer whers they
pass through the island, than wherz they cross under the East channel of the
River. At some paint in the canstiructien or operation of the razactor, pipes
wers added to the orocass affiuent lines ta allew venting to occur abave the
surfacz of the island. These vent pipes wara made of approximataly 1 inch
diameter pipe and extended from one to thrae {est above the surfacz of the
island and snded in a T arrangement. Ffigure A.2 is a photograph taken in
1955, while the reactor was dperating, where steam can be saen venting througn
the pipes on the isiand.

¢
A recant surveillance of the Hanford Reach revezled that the veal pipes are

radioactively contaminatad and efforts ars underway to ramgve the vent pipes.
The contaminatian is affixed to the interior of the vent pipes and posas
1ittle threszt to individuals on the Calumbiz River, provided they do not come
into dirac® contact with the interior of the vent pipes. Tne main progass
affluent lines will be laft ia piacz until Tinal disposition is detsrmined in
accardance with the Hanford Federal Facility Agrasment and Cansent Order
signed by the State of Washington Department of gcology, the U.S.
Eavironmental Protection Agency, and the U.S. Oepartment of Energy. The
partion of the island whers the procass effluent lines traversa is balow the
high water mark of the Columbia River. This activity is, therefore, subject
to the U.S. Army Corps of Enginesrs (COE) requiraments for activities taking
placa in Navigable Waters of the Unitaed States, in addition to Washington

Stata Devartment of Fisheries raquirements for Hydraulic Projects.

-
[N

Activity Planned

Removal of the vent pipes is anticipatad to occur over a period of less than
one week (currently planned for 2 days) while the water Tevel is below the
island surfacs. This will sarve to essentially eliminats the impact to the.
River from the planned activities. Approximately & to 12 inches of cabbles,
rubble, and sediment will be excavated at sach vent pige to allow the vent
pipes ta be cut off and capped. The hales will De filled with the excavatad
material (see Figure A.3). All excavation and filling will be performed with
hand tools. Prior to backfilling, the i1l material will be surveyed to
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assure that the materials ars not radicactively contaminatad. Preaxw1narj
surveys af the sits have indicated that the excavatsd matarial will not be
cantaminated with radicactivity. I[n the avent that the axcavatad material is
contaminated, however, the holes will be filled with uncontaminatad cabble
fram ather nearby portions of the island. Fill material will nat be brought
to the island from other partions of the Hanford Sita. The pipes will be °
placed in appropriate containers for contaminated equipment (i.e., Oeoariment
af Transportation approved 53 gallon drums, double bagged) and remaved from
the island to be dispositioned at an existing Hanford Sits facility. Any
contaminated excavatad material will also be placed in appropriats containers

and removed from the island.

The planned activities correspond to the activities described in Nationwide
Permits 18 and 19 (excavaiion and filling of less than 10 cubic yards of
material). However, Nationwide Permits are not valid for rivers designatzd as
Wild and Scenic, or official siudy rivers (33 Code of Faderal Reguiations
330.5 (b) (7)). The Columbia River between the adge of the pool of McNary Dam
and Priest Rapids Oam (the Hanford Reach) is under study pursuant to Public
Law 10G-405, Hanford Reach Comprshensive Study. Conseguently, an individual
permit application has besn submittad to the COE.

tnvironmental Imoacts and Mitigation

Tne environmentzal imoacts of the planned activitiss zrs very minimal.
Excavation will be Timitad to that necessary itg provide azdequata access to &he
vent pipes to cut off the pipes below the island surface. The vent pipes, as
they now exist, are a potantial pubiic and navigational hazard. In addition,
.because the portion of the island on whnich the vent pipes are located is below
the high watar level, the area cannot be pasted (with Radiation Pastings)
effectively; removing the pipes is the preferrad solution.

Work will not taks placs until the water level is beiow the level of the arsa
of the island that will oe excavatad. This is the most significant mitigaiive
measura that will be taken and wiil aiso aliow the acitivity to be performed in
3 reasonable manner. In addition, the vent pipes and contaminated axciavatad
material (if any) will be removed ¥rom the island when the work has been
completed. Theses two measuras will virtually assure thai no contaminated
material will be permitted to entar the Columbia River.
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- HYDRAULIC PROJECT
APPLICATION

(R.C'N 75.20.i60)
A.C. ¥, 75.20.103)

OEPARTMENT QF WILSDULIFE

PLEASE PRINT QR TYPE
BQ_NOT WRITE_ |N_SHADED_AREA_

500 Caoitol Way MNorth
Qlymoia, Washington S85Q4
(206} 753-5897

DEFAATMENT QF FISHERIES

Ganeral Admin, Zidg,
Qiymagtla, 'Wasninglon 98504
{206) 753-6850
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REPLY TO
ATTH OF: ERD:ACH\92-ERB-~147
SUBJECT: NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT (NEPA) CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION
(CX) DETERMINATION: REMOVAL OF 100-D AREA VENT PIPES FROM THE
COLUMBIA RIVER, HANFORD SITE, RICHLAND, WASHINGTON
TO: Carol M. Borgstrom, Director
Gffice of NEPA Oversight
EH-25, HQ

Using authority delegatad to me by the Assistant Secretary for
Environmental Restoration and Waste Management (EM-1), I have determined
that the subject proposad action fits.within a Typical Class of Action
available for CX in Subpart D of the U.S. Department of Energy NEPA
Implementing Procsdures.

The enclosad CX and its supporting information bulletin are provided for
yaur review as required by 00E Order 5440.10. A Floodplain/WetTands
Assessment for this action was reviewed, and the associated Statement of
Findings was published in the Federal Register on July 23, 1992.

Any questions you have may be dirscted to me on (509) 376-7395, or your
staff may contact A. C. Harris, Environmental Restoration Division on
{509) 376-4339, or the Richland Field Officz NEPA Compliangs Qfficer,
Paui F. X. Dunigan, Jr., on (509) 376-3847.

John D. Wagoner
Manager
Enclosures:
1) CX Determination - CRIGINAL Sianen BY
2) Information Bulletin J.R. HUNTER

w/ancls:

P. Duffy, -1

Lawson, EM-43 (2 copies)

S. Scott, EM-20

C. Tseng, EM-38

P. Whitfield, EM-40

w/o encls: g

XK. Harmon, EM-442 ALLAN.H\VENTPIPZ.LTR

A. Mann, EM-44

L. Monhart, EM-442 Record Hote & bec's: See raversa
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CATERORICAL EXCLUSION FOR
REMOVAL OF 1Q00-D AREA VENT PIPES FROM THE COLUMBIA RIVER,
HANFORD SITE, RICHLAND, WASHINGTON

Proposad Action

The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) Richland Field OfFice (RL) propeses to
remove 40 vent pipes which protrude above the ground surfacs on 100-D Island.

Location of Action
100-D Island, near 100-D Area of the Hanford Sits, Richland, Washington
Description of Proposad Action

The proposed action would remave 40 l-inch diameter vent pipes which protrude
1 to 3 feat abaove the ground surfacz on 100-0 Island in the Columbia River
near 100-D Area. This actien would be necassary to eliminate a potential
navigation and public exposure hazard. These pipes were installed to vent twe
42-inch diameter procass effiuent pipes serving the 100-D reactor which was
shut down in 1967. The vent pipes would be removed by excavating below ground
Tevel in the immediate vicinity of each vent pipe, cutting and capping pipe,
and backfilling the hale. Excavation would be done with hand tools to
minimize disturbance. Radfological surveys indicats that the materials to be
axcavated are uncontaminated, and that the vent pipes themselves have only
unsmearabie contamination, however, excavatad matarials would De surveyed, and
any materiais found contaminated would be removed and replacad with
uncontaminatad cobbles from alsewhera on the island for backfilling. The vent
pipes and any contaminated matarial encountered would be properly packaged and
transported to existing Hanford Site radicactive waste facilities for
dispasal. The proposad action would be performed during saasonal Tow water
level when the isltand is exposed. No cultural resourcss nor endangered

species have been identified on the island.

Becauses these activities would take placz on an island within the Hanford
Reach, the National Park Servica of the Department of the Interior was
natified pursuant te P. L. 100-305. A Floodplain/Weilands Assassment as
addressing this action was raviewed, and a Statement of Findings was published
in the Federal Register (FR) on July 23, 1992.

Categorical Exclusion (CX) to be applied

The following CX is Tisted in the DOE National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
Implementing Procadures, 10 CFR 1021, Subpari D, which was published in the
Friday, April 24, 1992, FR (57 FR 15151):

B6.1 Removal actions under CERCLA (including those taken as final responss
actions and those taken before remedial action) and removal-type actions
similar in scope under RCRA and other authorities (including those taken
as partial closure actions and those taksn befors corractive action),
including treatment (e.g., incineration), recovery, storage, or disposal
of wastes at existing faciiities currently handling the type of wastsa
involved in the ramoval action. Thesa actions will meet the CEZRCLA
regulatory cost and time limits or satisvy either of the two requlatory
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exemptions from those cost and time Jimits (National Contingency Plan, 40
CFR part 300)...."

This CX is appropriate becayse the action would not have a significant effect
on the human environment, and meats the conditions for the CX: it does nat
have extraordinary circumstancas; it is not connected to other actions with
potentially significant impacts; it is not precluded by 40 CFR 1506.1 ar 10
CFR 1021.211; it does not threaten a vioiation of appiicable statutory,
regulatory, or permit requirements for environment, safety, or heaith,
including 0QOE Orders; it does not require siting, consiruction, or major
expansien of waste storage, disposal, recovery, or treatment facilities; it
does not disturb hazardous substancas, pellutants, contaminants, or CERCLA-
excluded petroleum or natural gas products that presxist in the environment
causing uncontrolled or unpermittad releasss; it does not adversaly impact
environmentally sensitive resaurcss such as historic properties, cultural
resourcas, threatened or endangerad species, and floodplains and wetlands; it
meets the CERCLA time and cost limitations identified in the National
Contingency Plan, 40 CFR part 300. Documentation for the project indicating
satisfaciion of the conditions of this C{ will be retained by RL.

1 have reviewed tha documentation and do not object to the use of this CX.

Signature: )ﬁg;QZ£L;z:}<‘19“““%@;;’}?.

Paut F. X. Dunigagy Jr./
RL NEPA Compliance OfFicar -

Compliance Action

I have determined that the proposed action meets the requirements for the CXs
referencad abave. Therefore, I have detarmined that the propessd action may
be catsgorically excluded from further National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) review and documentation.

. -
Signature: d/f(ﬂ,u/.‘_‘: Sau ‘?/!![‘?L
John ®. Wagoner, Manager Data
Richland Field 0ffics

El-25 has reviewed this detarmination* and has no objection.

Signature:

Carol M. Borgstrom, Dirsctor Date
Qffica of NEPA Oversight, EH-25

* Removal of 100-D Area Vent Pipes From The Columbia River



CORRESPONDENCE DISTRIBUTION COVERSHEET

Author Addressee Correspondence No.
J. D. Bauer, RL R. Wilims, Fisheries Incoming:9300922
(C. E. Sowa, WHC) XRef:9259160D

subject: TRANSMITTAL OF THE CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION FOR REMOVAL OF 100-D AREA
VENT PIPES TO THE STATE OF WASHINGTON DEPARTMENT OF FISHERIES

INTERNAL DISTRIBUTION

Approval Date Name Location w/att
Correspendence Control A3-01
G. D. Carpenter H6-20
C. K. DiSibio B3-15
R. H. Engelmann H6-26
K. A. Gano X0-21
G. W. Jackson, Assignee H6-20
A. D. Krug H6-02
R. J. Landon H6-22
P. J. Mackey B3-15
H. E. McGuire, Level 1 B3-63
J. Jd. Luke H6-25
R. W. Oldham H6-25
C. E. Sowa H6-25
B. F. Weaver T3-11
B. W. Wyrick H6-29
EDMC H6-08
CES/File/LB H6-25

54-6000-117 (9/88) {(EF} WEFO08
Distribution Coversheet



	1.TIF
	2.TIF
	3.TIF
	4.TIF
	5.TIF
	6.TIF
	7.TIF
	8.TIF
	9.TIF
	10.TIF
	11.TIF
	12.TIF
	13.TIF
	14.TIF

